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Abstract

This paper aims at examining the publication of Essential Journal of
Spiritualism (Lingxue yaozhi & £ & %) and spiritualist discourse and practice of
the Society of Awakening to Goodness (Wushanshe }= & 4+), one of the
redemptive societies in early republican China and later renamed New Religion
to Save the World (Jiushi xinjiao $t+ #7#c). The article is comprised of four
sections: First, | present the publication and dissemination of Lingxue yaozhi,
along with its imitative relation to Lingxue congzhi % % #_:£ by the Shanghai
Spiritualism Society } /& & & ¢, and distinguish the meaning of “spiritualism”
from Wushanshe’s standpoint. Second, | discuss how Wushanshe interpreted the
mechanism of spirit-writing and transformed it into a modern type of spiritualist
practice. Third, drawing on the records of taking spirit photographs, | investigate
how Wushanshe made use of the technique of spirit photography and made sense
of the religiosity of those spirit photos. Last, placing the case of Wushanshe’s
spiritualism within the context of spiritualist trends in early republican China as
well as the Debate of Science and Metaphysics (§* = # #¢) in 1923-24, | reflect
on its relation and position to other spiritualist societies and its impact on the
contemporaries’ impression of “metaphysics” (Xuanxue = %).
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The instinct is the goodness of the soul. Every person who lives on the
earth must die, bnt[but] to bie[die] is the death of the body. At death, the
soul leaves the body, because the soul is the goodness given by God.
There are also evil souls in that that much people have lost the gfts[gifts]
of God. The good souls onjoy[enjoy] peace and happiness; while other
suffer. The good and evil of the souls are differed only from the action
of the body. Those who are good ahall[shall] receive blessings; those
who are evil shall receive sorrow therefore every person should do his

utmost to preserve and to be precious of one’s behaviour.
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