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Conceptsand Methodology in the East Asan Confucian Analects

John A. Tucker (Professor of History, East Carolilmaversity)

No other text in East Asian history has had an thpamparable to that of the
Confucian Analects From antiquity to the present, throughout EastaAshe
Analects has been the source of wisdom and insight, ort#nget of satire,
systematic critique, and often irrational hostiligor all of its vicissitudes, the
Analectsremains, central to much East Asian intellectuatalrse, if not in the
form of direct citations, then in the more residuanner of methodologyor
perhaps better yet, methodologies, and concepttialilation. Perhaps the easiest
and most pertinent example to cite on this coutitesnotion ofkue £, referring to
learning and education. Insofar as it was sometttiatj Confucian prided himself
on enjoying more than others and something thatemeuraged others in the
pursuit of,xueas a concept and methodology remains centratétidntual society
of whatever variety, whether in East Asia or nbtist making evident the seminal
nature of the teachings related xoe in the Analects In many respects the
applicability of Confucius' insights have a relegaron this count that far exceeds
the East Asian cultural sphere, and extends thimutghe global arena.

In part the ongoing importance of tiaalectsis a function of the diverse
ways in which it can be viewed. Early in East Aslastory, Zhuangzi saw the
Analectsas a source of literary appropriation, as wellaasystem of thought to
redefine. And it should be noted that while Zhuamvgas overtly something of an
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anti-intellectual, often extolling exercises suck d&asting the mind" and
"forgetting” knowledge, still the philosophical ofes attributed to Zhuangzi so
clearly emerged from a mind that had not been dasteatrophy, not reduced
oblivion by forgetting, that the anti-intellectuadlonouncements must be construed
more as humorous irony than sincere affirmationsd fhere can be little doubt that
given the myriad allusions to tinalectsin the Zhuangzi, that Zhuang Zhou must
have been a student of the Confuciaralectsat one point.

Later Mohists and Legalists viewed tAemalectsas a convenient target for
systematic, if at times implied, attacks. Much shene was true with the conceptual
and methodological interpretations of tAmalectsdeveloped in théDaodejing
These critiques continued throughout most of Easam\ history, and continued
well into modern times with the May Fourth Movemetie Cultural Revolution,
and other such anti-Confucian developments. Yéteése many critical attacks over
the millennia we can easily see one of the mostdurental methodologies
encouraged throughout th&nalects that of questioning, doubt, scrutiny, and
critical inquiry. These approaches to learning werenany significant respects,
teachings of importance approximate if not equath® importance of the more
clearly defined ethical and humane teachings of Ahalects Confucius in the
Analectsis not a dogmatic thinker, but instead one giv@nuch as is Plato in the
Platonic dialogues-to questions, dialogue, and then more questiors, ssarching
for right answers but often enough simply willirgetxplore possibilities rather than
come to forced conclusions. The skeptical methasrzced in thé\nalectswere
arguably at the foundation of virtually every E@&gian critique launched at the
Analects and there can be little doubt that the very iesile of theAnalectsas a
philosophical text is due in part the appreciation questions, critique, and
intellectual exchange rather than dull dogmatics.

From Han dynasty times forward, in China first dinein throughout East Asia,
there were those who believed that Confucius aedaachings attributed to him in
the Analectsshould be venerated in temple-based ceremoni¢sathaunted to
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something akin to if not in fact religious worshi¥hile the exact nature of the
Analects spiritual dimension has been much debatedit religion? Is it worship?
Veneration? Profound Respect? Atheisnifom the time of the Jesuit encounters
forward, the very ambiguity seems to match the lsuptesentation of spiritual
guestions, practices, and beliefs in fealects Here again the central message
the core methodology and perhaps the core conaspihe search through study
and learning rather than a specific set of answers.

In modern times, theAnalects has been similarly received with some
interpreters exploring it textually, trying to detene which passages are most
authentic and original so as to provide for a mdmnstorically accurate
understanding of the text. In Western studies, lthesof scholarship has been most
notably advanced by Bruce and Taeko Brooks. Inrtkelume, The Original
Analects: Sayings of Confucius and His Successbey have attempted to sift
through the text to discover what was truly attrétle to Confucius and what to
those who followed him, the result being their "womous accretion" theory of the
Analectsas a text that underwent, in the centuries aftenf@ius' demise, a
continuous series of textual additions, clarifioati, and emendations, thus making
it as much a record of the history of early Cordngm as a set of statements of the
ideas of Confucius himseff.

Yet another recent study of tiaalectshas focused on interpretations of the
text by later scholars, especially Zhu Xi. ThisdstuDaniel Gardner'@hu Xi's
Readings of the Analectexplores ways in which Zhu Xi sought to artical&is
insights into the text, even while in effect makibhgnore internally consistent and

2 E. Bruce and Taeko Brook¥he Original Analects: Sayings of Confucius and Bisccessors
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1998). Whale impressive study, the Brooks do advance
some controversial claims, such as the assertiantite "authentic core" that can be considered
Confuius' own thoughts consists of Analects 4/1-17.

XXi



270 AL EY £ $5%5 £ 1 (L 59%) 2008z 60

coherent, perhaps, than it had ever been béfdilee net outcome was a more
rationalized, albeit Neo-Confucian, expressiorhef tradition.

And a number of translations have appeared, inctuthe one that is part of
the Brooks' studyThe Original Analectsas well as, more recently, that by Roger T.
Ames and Henry RosemonfThe Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical
Translation® Two other noteworthy translations have been Chighduang and
Simon Leys. Ames and Rosemont's work is perhaps most noteyworiofar as it
builds in part on earlier studies co-authored bye&nand the late David Hall,
including their important studyThinking Through Confuciys an attempt at
philosophical interpretation of the text as a warfkliving philosophy, not one
bound necessarily by the historically semantic caarof any particular moment in
its development.

Common to all of the studies, including the tratistss, is an attempt to
explicate the meaning of tifenalectsthrough the project of conceptual analysis and
explanation. Again, one could argue that this mathmgy is indeed well-grounded
in the Analectsitself since so much of Confucius' efforts wereedied toward the
project of exploring the meanings of terms sucheas{_, "humaneness," qunzi
£, the prince, and a host of others. Yet as has begrhasized, thAnalectsis
not a text devoted to leaping to conclusions solmagcone engaged in an on-going
search for meaning and significance. In this respeadern attempts to systematize
the teachings of th@nalectsand to make consistent and purportedly coherergese
of its teachings in many respects betray the vetggrity of the methodology that

Confucius most effectively pioneered, that of thecess of progressive study,

3 Daniel GardnerZhu Xi's Readings of the Analects: Canon, Commgngard Classical Tradition
(New York: Columbia University Press, 2003).

4 Roger T. Ames and Henry Rosemont, translatdhe Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical

Translation(New York: Ballantine Books, 1998).

Chichung Huang, translatdime Analects of Confuci®xford: Oxford University Press, 1997).

Simon Leys, translatofhe Analects of Confucigbslew York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1997).

7 David L. Hall and Roger T. Ame$hinking Through Confuciu@lbany: State University of New
York, 1987).
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learning, questioning, and inquiry. More than amygle ethical or existential
concept, whether it hen or ming theAnalectsseems best understood in relation to
the notion and method announced in the openingagas®pening clause, "Is it not
a pleasure to study and in time learf@fji5HE 2, RIReHF?"
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