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Abstract

The transmission of western learning in late Ming by Jesuits included Christian
doctrines, natural philosophy, astronomy, and mathematics, as well as western education,
which captured the attention of some historians of Chinese education. They think it
stimulated an enlightenment in 17" century Chinese educational thought. In this paper,
the author provides a different interpretation and reflection on this topic.

Jesuits received a very different education from that of Chinese literati. By and
large, they followed the medieval tradition of university education with the training in
scholastic method. One had to finish the liberal arts education curriculum, which in-
cluded Aristotelian moral philosophy, metaphysics, natural philosophy, etc., before ad-
vancing to the higher faculty of theology. In his General Account of Western Learning,
Aleni not only gave a general account of western learning and education, at the end of
this work, he also proposed a plan for the informal education of Chinese theologians by
means of selecting and translating books from Europe. As a matter of fact, the transmis-
sion of western education seemed not to make any direct impact on Chinese education in
Late Ming, with the exception that it raised Xu Guangqi’s praise and admiration of west-
ern mathematical education, because it offered the whys and wherefores.
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THE fRIARERL - ARIRIE R N ER R SR b be RS B 1 (Sir G. E.
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YG. E R. Lloyd, Adversaries and Authorities: Investigations into Ancient Greek and Chinese
Sciences (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), chs. 2, 4.



ARBAFTHFHRARE LR E 83

E?%éﬁﬂ#m’“%Dg%ﬁﬁﬂ?éiéiﬁﬁﬂ<ﬁﬂ’ TERREE B R w3 o Al
ZREANNER > BRR2EAF] & o fi#Fi& ALK (Socrates, d. 399
B.C.) EdffHifE (Plato, 427-347 B.C.) AFE R R IS B ik EH 2 HIAER
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' Aristotle, Posterior Analytics, in Jonathan Barnes (ed.), The Complete Works of Aristotle, 2 vols.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), vol. 1, bk 1, chs. 2, 7.

12 Steven J. Livesey, “The Subalternation of the Sciences,” in Theology and Science in the Four-
teenth Century: Three Questions on the Unity and Subalternation of the Sciences from John of
Reading’s Commentary on the Sentences, introduction and critical edition by Steven Livesey
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1989), pp. 20-53, esp. pp. 23-24.

13 Buclid, The Thirteen Books of Euclid’s Elements, translated from the text of Heiberg, with

introduction and commentary by Sir Thomas L. Heath, second ed. (New York: Dover Publica-
tions, [1956]).
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= (HTIRER) 2 fanm Hl4E 2 $2 32 1 #H HI] - Burgess Laughlin, The Aristotle Adventure: A
Guide to the Greek, Arabic, and Latin Scholars Who Transmitted Aristotle’s Logic to the Ren-
aissance (Flagstaff, Arizona: Albert Hale Publishing, 1995), pp. 6-8.
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R (WHEE) (Physics) » DLRER (GiK) (On the Heavens) ~ (RFREL)
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O TRARHEELE > BREERLA R T MES EEEE o B R EETER R 2 AR T
RHEFE > BHPH  BEHPH ? EMEEREREYIFERES  EREEMEE
Yyl oy ? SR THEARISE - TE T EADIFRIAERTE - Porphyry, “Isagoge,”
in Paul Vincent Spade trans. and ed., Five Texts on the Medieval Problem of Universals: Por-
phyry, Boethius, Abelard, Duns Scotus, Ockham (Indianapolis/Cambridge: Hackett Publishing
Company, 1994), pp. 1-19, esp. p. 1.



86 SRR TXAAELET] 2004 £ 12 f

( Boethius, 480-525) £ ( KGmi#ZEMS @ np L Hr 2 08 (#iESEm ) Him)
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B.C.) -~ HRIMMAZIEFTRESEENE - o p b AC AP E R S A - 4
AT AR E N HAD R L R — SE PR A I SO A e BT 25 (AR T R
VRS » AP EsEIah E E 2 E g e (Simplicius, ca. 500- d.
after 533 ) Hif8g - JEVE LT (John of Philoponus, ca. 490-570s ) FY&¥
B o EALE T A RO B A R S g R B Lk - A
DI #EE2A8 ( Avicenna or Ibn Sina, 980-1037 ) EH[R[#E & Hr ( Averroes or Ibn
Rushd, 1126-1198) 55 B 2 {8 & (R RPRE I LB 4 - i i B
BT P R RE L E 38 i o M SO o S E TS R
B (R ER A IR T AP RERIGE - PR KB TR SRR T i — s -

2L 5140 » Saint Jerome of Stridon (348-420) B Domingo Gundisalvo (fl. 1140) & EiE7pes
TR o ey (BRI (HRE) Sin) BRI BN E (HEH
Burgess Laughlin, The Aristotle Adventure, p. 63; Domingo Gundisalvo, “On Logic,” translated
by Marshall Clagett and Edward Grant, annoted by Edward Grant, in Edward Grant (ed.), 4
Sourcebook in Medieval Science (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University press, 1974), pp. 67-68,
esp. p. 68.

22 Marshall Clagett, “Archimedes,” in Dictionary of Scientific Biography, vol. 1 (New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1970), pp. 213-231.

P RS E BT (Edward Grant) Frll - BB GBI 25 (8 AR EAVEA > (H
B) WImIBOCAT R 371 1 - FIRLESCAT e 134 i (GGaR) MImBCSCARFHE 190
> FIHRESCA TR 173 it (REE) WHBSCRTRE 175 it M EscAFe 113
i CLERREER) AURmBESCAT S 308 fiit » PTAM(ESCAT S 48 il (EEsiam) B9
ARTFrG 423 it > PTRL{ASCATFRE 118 ffit - Edward Grant, The Foundations of Modern Sci-
ence in the Middle Ages: Their Religious, Institutional, and Intellectual Contexts (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 26-29.

2 Ibid., p. 30.

% David C. Lindberg, The Beginnings of Western Science: The European Scientific Tradition in
Philosohical, Religious, and Institutional Context, 600 B.C. to 1450 A.D. (Chicago: The Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 1992), pp. 216-218.
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WEEILY; - st (disputation) AYZCELFIRR A LA B 5 R
Hy—fR 0y > S—RERIRAY 502 TR (questio, question) » HEEEAE
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(1) SERERY b R OR SR R b

A EERAERENHEENELN  BE RS - i
REZHE D RVUE " E2he, (faculties) : MHEERFE (liberal arts) -~ jif
£~ BRER R - (EEEE R R A - LR R i TR S R A
R AR -

HEEHHE HAIE R ISE IR R - T a1y L AERR AR PR LA o BT
ZISHRRE AT S -~ E P EREE R ERRNE - HWLIES
JFTET DY EERRAR © 7S il L AL v ) T SRR S L O R I Rl e
(B E Y > FUB TG e A 1 e B A0 25 (8 PR (e BT o (P T S

* Edward Grant, The Foundations of Modern Science in the Middle Ages, pp. 41-42.
2 bid., pp. 42-47.
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FRE PR HEERER R AN R e SR B SRR IR it T L SR BTt - 7
B HEEER TR b - bR 8 (E ) Dlng & # 2e 5 2REE R S
PELSL - 1E (BEAE - BITEAC) BI/SRAE SR - BifEY 8 AadEfed
"E2 L (Nature) ZEV)ERIIEM (God’s work) - ${H 55— it Y
{F i 2K 58k B RE Bt AR R 1S > 2 Ry T BHARWIER 5 (Natural
Theology ) ° P ZEFIHLAE FH B ARANRRHY IS ARE T R ERIFFAE » FEMER H
TR T =UARRE IR E R AR > 56 7 7 =t Al A P R B B T R
R > ASFHHEER AT G - fE B ARE IR EACHER R R EAIFAE - BRI
RIIERAS R - ATLLE AR E R BN AT eee B B RIEE © 5—75
T - BIEE GRS R AR EIHE MR SRR - w] DLEER—/ K RUE) ) R et
FRIARA - tHANFTREHEEHEES - fe iR A AHER] AT B IR EGP AR > 5t
BRE > JRENAE S E AT IR EE SR S8 — A » 28 Tl 5 =0 AT TE H HY A
T R AR o BRI R MR E B R - ¥

FHESRPE T R AC R SR - JEE PR HE B AR BT R A E 2
A SR EE B - Bil5E TS P 1l il 11 22 7 2R YRS R A AR 2 - TR
(B HT B T B AR — S R R L E R AT AT E - B > FBLARTR
XBERHBERZAARET > BRI ABIS . — » EHRE S 6 E
F o K UM - - AR R TR TSR -

2 David C. Lindberg, “The Transmission of Greek and Arabic Learning to the West,” in David C.
Lindberg ed., Science in the Middle Ages (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1987), pp.
52-90; Edward Grant, The Foundations of Modern Science in the Middle Ages, pp. 49-50.

¥ HM =R AR GER ARG R ERRNTENE L BT RTEE > 2ERNE
B TREHE S LES R VRRE—LARNER © (EFIERKRE - & TER
B EHE - R EUEt 2 B - Etienne Gilson, The Christian Philosophy of St. Thomas
Aquinas (New York: Random House, 1956), ch. 3: “The Proofs for the Existence of God.”

ORRARH] ~ AL (PEBHEBES) (B WIEHREHEE > 1992 ) > H 155
B (PREE M) (ZdL: EFEE 0 2001 4) > H12-13 -
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B nH LM 25 T B BV 3R T (St Thomas Aquinas, ca. 1224-1274)
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FAE Hnn BT 2 (ETTER B ER. - AREE HS AR & |- 52 <2 1Y 1E 2 IHh i B B 2
B E BERHE -
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(FFERSCE) WIRgE - 2

31 William V. Biangert, 4 History of the Society of Jesus, revised ed. (St. Louis: The Institute of
Jesuit Sources, 1986), p. 27.
32 James M. Lattis, Between Copernicus and Galileo: Christopher Clavius and the Collapse of
Ptolemy Cosmology (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1994), pp. 32-38. FIZEE 1%
CRERGmAVEE) MRk (RziRiezR) (1607) T AHE] -
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4 Commentarii Collegii Conimbricensis, Societatis lesv, in qvatvor libros De coelo, Meteorologi-
cos & Parua naturalia, Aristotelis Stagiritae. Hac qvinta in Germania editione, partim Graeci
contextus Latino e regione respondentis accessione auctiores, partim per omnia correctiores in
Studiosorum gratiam editi (Coloniae: Impensis Lazari Zetzneri, 1603); Commentarii Collegii
Conimbricensis e Societate Jesv: In Vniversam Dialecticam Aristotelis Stagiritae nunc Primum
in Germania in lucem editi (Coloniae Agrippinae, Apud Bernardvm Gualterivm, 1611).
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*2 Thomas H. C. Lee (Z=2Ljifl) , “Alphonsus Vagnoni and His Western Laerning on Personal
Cultivation: The First Introduction of St. Thomas’ Ethical Ideas in Chinese,” in Chou Chih-
p’ing (JE'E) - Willard Peterson (Z8{E4:) 7 @ (BISIFEHIR © RAEREISER
FoCEE) (&AL BESHhRL - 2002 /) - K 347-377 -

CEE T (BYHEE)  WAEBE - MR B R SR D (BEREREE
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L B 295
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> David C. Lindberg, The Beginnings of Western Science, pp. 171-173.
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%6 James A. Weisheipl, O. P., “The Nature, Scope, and Classification of Sciences,” David C.
Lindberg ed., Science in the Middle Ages (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago
Press, 1978), pp. 461-482, esp. pp. 468, 471, 474, 480.

37 See Jonathan Barnes ed., The Complete Works of Aristotle, 2 vols. (Princeton: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1984), vol. 1.
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63 Weisheipl, O. P., “The Nature, Scope, and Classification of Sciences,” p. 480.
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