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I"H$%& () +&, (Yot

Modern East Asian philosophy has a complicated relation with East Asian
Buddhism. And if the Japanese intellectual movement Critical Buddhism can be
seen as the contemporary version of the Chinese Inner Studies School, this
"##$%& '%() &%*Yo+s-86itainly relevant to the /$%+0&0/$%(,+) &%o*YbetBben
each of their opponents: the Kyoto School and New Confucianism.' Recent
research has considerably clarified this latter similarity, especially by comparing
Nishida Kitar AFE [ 42 B (1870-1945) and Mou Zongsan Z25% = (1909-
1995).% Yet, the nature of this antagonism between certain Buddhologists and

modern philosophers has not sufficiently been studied so far.

The purpose of this paper is to show how Critical Buddhism's criticism of
the Kyoto School is based on a certain type of interpretation of this philosophical
system that is emphatically rejected by Nishida himself. However, the same type

1 Chen-kuo Lin E|0-! 1*'%23&&),2#)40#3-2%'ce T\6 (Taipei: Lixu Chuban ¥ £
@ €, 1999).

2 The similarities are found and studied in two directions: first, in the direction of philosophical
themes such as the existential aspect of philosophy and the transcultural investigation of ethics
(Lam Wing-kuang E %o ® - I'Philosophy as the Study of Life: Nishida Kitaro and Mou
Zongsan “ ®U EA bU'UsUsU" £EEAGK —siTU + O Y," 5%A [ C, 681 [Tokyo:
Ris Aha [C —, 2008], pp. 174-180; Lam Wing-kuang - "Nishida Kitaro and Mou Zongsan:
The Possibility of Transcultural Ethical Discourses K—siTT+0OVY 0" % [48
‘QE " 6%7,2)80"-2,+)09) 1,&) :&%,2) ;"#%38)? e 40624 B , 18 [Taipei:
Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, National Taiwan University

o¥ulpa® —n/;02# , 2012], pp. 73-100); second, in the direction of
metaphysical framework that is inﬂuf:nced by the intellectual tradition of East Asia (Huang
Wen-hong & »-! "Nishida Kitar Aand Xiong Shili K-siTf\ces§ )" 6&%2<)=")
80"-2,+)09)>$%23&3);"#%B& T , 37, 2 [Hsinchu: Tsing Hua University .npuéa ,2007],
pp. 403-430; Fujita Masakatsu T—.../-! "The past one-hundred years and the future of
Nishida's Zen no Kenkyu , SU™6 2 -U%U«UzUp 6 2U™- U'UTU™'p , ?32)20) @32A."B)
6$3) >32'322%,+) :22%C3-&SU~ 6 2U™ - |, ed. by Fujita Masakatsu [Kyoto: Kyoto

University Press gy A @ €n , 2011]; Asakura Tomomi » S & G - ! 6$3)D"3&'%02)09)1,&')
:&%,2) E$%+0&0/$.B) 6$3) @.0'0) ;($00+) ,2#) F37) >029" (%, 2U&IUUAUs EEAU™U"Un )U~
UulGgyEA U e AT  [Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten Rb & ,2014]).
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is historically established by the Chinese Buddhist text !"#$%& &()*+),#'-.)'&)-.%)
1#. B-&#) hereafter 1'2'&34&] %oZ~). Hakamaya persistently criticizes this
metaphysical framework and finds its modern version in the philosophy of
5#6.*; according to him, Kyoto School philosophy is nothing but a modernized
version of the 1'2'&34&

To understand East Asian philosophy, we must address the critique that
interprets Nishida as a modern form of the 1'2'&348system. There are two major
reasons. First, this view is held not only by Buddhologists but also by some
Nishida scholars. The same type of Nishida interpretation is given by
philosophers and researchers who are apparently not critical of the Kyoto School.
Second, the characterization of philosophy as the modernized 1'2'&348&system is
highly relevant to another East Asian philosophy: New Confucianism. It is well
known that Mou Zongsan heavily utilized the 1'2'&34&system in terms of the
"one-mind-opens-two-gates" system of metaphysics. From this viewpoint one
may safely assert that Critical Buddhism is attacking modern East Asian
philosophy in general, including both the Kyoto School and the New
Confucians.® For these two reasons, Critical Buddhism's attack on the Kyoto

School must be taken seriously and considered in detail.

Despite Hakamaya's denouncement, Kyoto School philosophy also seems to
commit to the so-called "true Buddhism" that Critical Buddhism advocates. One
notable example is the reference to the Japanese medieval Zen master D Aen 0

& (1200-1253), whom Critical Buddhism regards as the quintessential
advocator of "true Buddhism" along with the Chinese Tiantai founder Zhiyi 6"gy

6 Critical Buddhism's attack on this metaphysical framework is applicable to Mou's argument
insofar as the latter sticks to the scheme of two-tier metaphysics. Precisely at this point, Lin
Chenkuo's claim is justified: Critical Buddhism is nothing but the modern repetition of the
Inner Study School. It is well-known that New Confucianism since Xiong Shili \ce § (1885-
1968) recognizes the Chinese contribution to Buddhism, which both the Inner Study School and
Critical Buddhism regards as inauthentic and defective.

\%
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