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5) We arguably discard also, along with a certain psychological meaning, its
pathological meaning: for example, whenQ'YBB"0&jikakujotai signifies the state

in which a patient can feel by itself his symptoms (pain, anguish, weariness).

6) What is more, jikaku is not to be taken here strictly in the Buddhist
meaning of self-enlightenment, as opposed to the action of enlightening another
(YB ~ kakuta). The considerations of alterity and intersubjectivity in jikaku will

take place after.”

One has to remember here the huge tribute Nishida pays to Buddhism,
confessed in "The Problem of Japanese Culture": "I would like to consider the
idea that there is in Buddhist philosophy (, 0 C K ni wa ga ari)
something that is by itself a unique way of seeing and thinking things, and would
like to conceive of it as a logic of a self-contradictory identical place, a logic of
the heart/spirit (kokoro)". However, he refused a few lines before to assimilate his
position with "Buddhist philosophy, where one had not advanced beyond that
point ((0Ce2, U2+ $ dewa ... ijé ni susumanakatta) than simply
making the subjective self a central problem."*' And let us keep in mind that the
glyph _Uj7n means "to progress" (susumu) in Japanese, but also, in Chinese,
"being in function", "functioning". In this sense, Buddhist philosophy could not
function, work, make its way, at a deeper philosophical level. I will demonstrate
later that this idea of making, working (suru), is determinant for topology and
metaphysics. For the present, the point is: Buddhist philosophy has to be
understood from within and not as topological logic. For sure, "there is

something" unique there, in here, but that has to be conceived of topo-logically.

30 Nishida Kitard, "Watashi to nanji" ["Me and You"] (1932), Mu no jikakuteki gentei [Self-
Awakening determination of Nothingness] (1932), NK.Z., V, pp. 267-333.

31 Nishida Kitard, "Nihon bunka no mondai" ["The Problem of Japanese Culture"] (1940), N.K.Z.,
IX, pp. 1-94, here p. 71, an essay that has to be distinguished from the three lectures given at
Ky6to Imperial University in 1938: "Nihon bunka no mondai" ["The Problem of Japanese
Culture"], N.K.Z., XIII, pp. 5-30.
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