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Abstract

For hundreds of years, state-sponsored corsairspattyg maritime bandits
from "Barbary"—comprised of the Ottoman regencies of Algiers, $amid Tripoli,
and the independent kingdom of Moroeepreyed on Christian Europe's ships and
shores, carrying away cargo and human beings. Betwee mid seventeenth and
the early nineteenth century, France pursued vihedist as two crusades against
captivity in North Africa: the first to redeem Catlt countrymen; the second to
liberate white Europeans. The transposition ofligioais quest onto a secular un-
dertaking helped justify the invasion of what beedire nation of Algeria. And ef-
forts to reverse and then eradicate Barbary slaveiped both to define the
attributes of French belonging and demarcate thederies of Europe.
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Over the past four hundred years, North Africaraalis on Christian Europe's
ships and shores have inspired operas, plays, spogms and fictionalized first-
person accounts of bloodthirsty pirates, dissotateegades, martyred clerics and
crafty slaves in exotic climes. Spain's Miguel derv@antes, taken prisoner during
the 1571 Battle of Lepanto, for example, imbeddemi-autobiographical "Cap-
tive's Tale" withinDon Quixote Before hurling his 1719 protagonist onto a desert
island, Britain's Daniel Defoe cast Robinson Crusie Moroccan bondage. Ice-
landic folklore preserves memories of the 1627 eleson Reykjavik that carried
off four hundred souls to Algiers. Americans stimmemorate their nation's first
foreign conflict in 1805 by singing about the stsoé Tripoli.

In different periods, the seizure of Hamburgersné3a Irish, Portuguese and
Neapolitans by state-sponsored corsairs and pedtytime bandits and their en-
slavement in the geographic area popularly knowtBasbary" provided evidence
of European vulnerability and forced admissionsuifural relativity. In others, de-
tention in the Ottoman regencies of Tripoli, Tuargl Algiers and the independent
kingdom of Morocco motivated demonstrations of tary and religious supremacy.
After 9/11 pundits in the United States began &ntdy in pre-modern efforts to
thwart and ultimately halt the ravages of sea ®mwerthe Mediterranean the roots
of what the Bush administration called the globatwn Muslim terrorism.

This article examines the role of France from the seventeenth to the early
nineteenth century in pursuing what it cast as ¢twsades against Barbary captiv-
ity: the first to redeem Catholic countrymen; tleeand to liberate white Europeans.
The transposition of a religious quest onto a secuhdertaking helped justify the

1 Recent English-language studies of Barbary ciyptimclude: Robert C. Davis, Christian Slaves,
Muslim Masters: White Slaves in the Mediterranghn,Barbary Coast, and Italy, 1500-1800 (New
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003); Linda Collegaptives: The Story of Britain's Pursuit of Empire
and How its Soldiers and Civilians Were Held Cagptby the Dream of Global Supremacy, 1600-
1850(New York: Pantheon Books, 2002).
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invasion of what became the nation of Algeria. Aeftbrts to reverse and then
eradicate servitude in North Africa helped botllédine the attributes of French be-
longing and demarcate the boundaries of Europe.

Religious Crusade

Heir to Louis IX, sainted for leading French sofdi¢o the Holy Land, Louis
XIV called himself the "Most Christian King:" guaash of sacred sites, enemy of
heretics, protector of the worldwide faithful. Aethelm of the Gallican Church, he
sponsored missions to convert savages in the NewdWa the Old he clashed
with Catholic dissenters and persecuted Protestsi@sconsuls stationed in North
African ports, naval officers sent to discharge bepemissaries dispatched to ne-
gotiate treaties and members of two orders—theitérians and the Mercedari-
ans—founded in the Middle Ages and dedicated ®as¢hg brethren from the grip
of the infidel, he also attempted to shield Frafioen the potentially corrupting in-
fluence of Islant. In the popular imagination, fed by harrowing néwes and en-
gravings (Figure 1), that Frenchmen and women migptdiate Christianity and
"turn Turk" was the greatest peril of Barbary ceaipti Tantamount to treason, it
represented the betrayal of God, king and country.

Yet despite this perceived threat of incarceratioMuslim territories to reli-
gious and sovereign loyalty, Louis XIV—distracteylrbore pressing domestic and
foreign conflicts—was initially prepared to abandmportion of his enslaved sub-
jects, who tended to be impoverished seafarervenati peripheral parts of the

2 On the early modern French activities of Eréres de la Sainte Trinit€Trinitarians) founded in
1198 and thé>eres de la Merc{Mercedarians) established in 1218, see Paul Daxgarl'Ordre
des Trinitaires pour le rachat des capti#&sVols. (Toulouse: Privat, 1903) and Hugues Cacdres
Peéres de la Merci dans le royaume de France dépdsencile de Trente jusqu'a la fin de I'ancien
régime" (Thése de troisieme cycle, Université ddnsg1982).
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realm. Ransoming priorities driven by practicalvasl as spiritual considerations,
he left the regionally organized Mercedarians anditarians to buy back only in-
dividuals deemed crucial to the kingdom's streragitl stability. As one friar ex-
plained,

[They] pulled from the chain, men who in Christiaands could be useful
to the public or in service to his Majesty. Theyiwaed from Africa mar-
ried men, who will now raise children left to runldvduring their fathers'
detention. [Finally], they returned to the Churdveral of her children,
who driven by the force of famine, work, tormentelaonfusion, might
have soon abandoned the side of Jesus Christ dhdsauls lost, followed

that of Muhammad.

Figure 1 (Source: Musée de la Marine, Paris).

3 [Michel Auvry], Le Miroir de la charité chrétienne ou Relation dayage que les religieux de
I'Ordre de Notre Dame de la Mercy du Royaume den€gaont fait I'année derniére 1662. en la
ville d'Alger, d'ou ils ont ramené environ une ené de Chrétiens esclavgbix: chez Jean-
Baptiste & Etienne Roize, 1663), pp. 115-116.
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From the 1640s through the 1670s, a score of vaysgBorth Africa brought
home hundreds of the many thousands of Prover@alscons, Basques, Normans
and Bretons swept away in land raids or, more pftbased down on open water.
Back in France, men freed from toils in constructismall-scale agriculture, skilled
crafts, administration, navigation and domestiwiser and the occasional woman
freed from a harem, then had a contractual obbgato march in processions of
thanksgiving and reintegration. These elaborategatg, which lasted from one to
three months, re-enacted the hardships of slavedytlae triumph of redemption
through costumes, props, music and prayer. Wedxamg coast to capital, they col-
lected money for future rescue missions and broadktrifying picture of Barbary
captivity to inland villages. They also projectedision of generous Catholicism
meant to prove edifying to Protestant spectatodsraminded participants—whose
geographical origins and North African experiened keft with perhaps only tenu-
ous allegiances to the monarch and his Church—eterd identities as pious
Catholics and devoted subjects.

Many seventeenth-century slave processions culgdnatith a royal audience.
While still a boy, recalled one printed accoung fboture Sun King "took pleasure
in seeing [a group of liberated captives], and arang them for a good long time,
seemed to form a plan in his heart to go hims#é (another Saint Louis) to chas-
tise the insolence of these Barbarians who treapbor subjects so inhumanely.”
Apart from one disastrous attempt to establishse lmn the Algerian coast, how-
ever, it was not until the 1680s that Louis XIV koop his ancestor's crusading
mantle and unleashed his full naval arsenal agaiogh Africa. A series of violent
onslaughts over the next decade—made more destutianks to a new type of

4 For an analysis of the number of French captivddorth Africa from about 1550 to 1830 and the
percentage ransomed by the Trinitarians and Mer@ada see Gillian Weiss, "Back from Barbary:
Captivity, Redemption and French Identity in thev&8geenth- and Eighteenth-Century Mediterra-
nean," (PhD diss., Stanford University, 2002), cHapnd apps. 1 and 2.

5 Lucien HéraultlL.es Larmes et clameurs des chrestiens francoisaiemen la ville d'Alger en Bar-
barie (Paris: D. Houssaye, 1643), pp. 4-5.
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battleship for launching explosive shells at seanvowed the rulers of Algiers,

Tunis and Tripoli to let go a torrent of slavesriBens, medals, pamphlets and im-
ages all paid tribute to the leader who with therdeation of the Edict of Nantes

was cleansing France of Protestants and with nhellBplvos against the Barbary
States was cleansing the Mediterranean of its Mustiourge (Figure 2).

BOMBARDEMENT: DPALGER.

L Es Corfaires d'Alger avoient pluficurs fois violé les Traitez avec
la France. Le Roy ordonna & fes Vaiffeaux de courir fur eux. On lesbat-
tit en plufieurs rencontres, & ils furent contraints de fe réfugier dans ]
leurs Ports. Enfin Sa Majefté cnvoza une Armée Navale devant Alger, || ~3
pour le bombarder. Les bombes a batirent un grand nombre de mai-

fons, mirent fe feu & une partie de fa Ville, & y jetrérent une fi grande
| confternation, que les Algériens eurent recours & la clémence de Sa
Majeflé, & rendirent 6oo Efclaves Frangois,

Ceeft le fujet de cette Médaille. On y voit Minerve, Déeffedela Va-
leur, & de la Prudence. D'une main elle préfente fon Egidc A un Cor-
faire, qui tombe i fes genoux tout effrayé; & de lautre, elle tient deux
Efclaves, quelle a délivrez. La Légende, Ci1vEs A PIRATIS RE-
CUPERATI, fignific, Eflaves Frangois retireg des mains des Pirates,
L'Exergue, ALGERIA FULMINATA. M. DC LXXXIIL Alger fou-
droyé. 1683. y

19§

Figure 2 (Source: Musée de la Marine, Paris).
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Through legal diktat and military might, this wanrking restored the free-
dom and patrolled the religious and political &fibns of Frenchmen. He also po-
sitioned himself as avenger of Christendom. Appegto take up the banner in an
ongoing clash between Crescent and Cross wassttifepart a matter of expedi-
ence. Not only did fighting corsairs and freeingtoses on the western edge of the
Ottoman Empire deflect attention from a commerarad strategic alliance with the
sultan called the Capitulatiofislt also gave France cover for state building ame t
ritorial expansion. By claiming as French and dedivag the release of all Catholic
subjects enslaved in North Africa and then paradimgn through the countryside,
Louis XIV helped incorporate residents of longsiagdnaritime provinces into the
polity. Over the course of the next century, hisagsdants employed redemption
from Barbary as a means of consolidating contraromore recently annexed
European lands like Corsica. The actions of Franes/olutionary government and
Napoléon Bonaparte to save slaves from North Afsicauld show even more
clearly the extent to which the idea of crusadei@amwithin it the seed of coloniza-
tion,” the degree to which liberation served as guisedaguest.

Secular Crusade

By the time the Bourbon monarchy ceded to the Frarmation—which out-
lawed all religious orders including the Trinitareaand Mercedarians—extremely
few natives of metropolitan France remained in Beylzaptivity. But given that, as
a deputy to the National Assembly put it in spri®2, "There is nothing more im-

6 The first Capitulations, dated 1535—or 1536, atic to the Gregorian calendar—were regularly
renewed over the next three hundred years. SeB.lFé&raud-GiraudDe la Juridiction francaise
dans les échelles du Levant et de Barbarie: Etudelss condition légale des étrangers dans les
pays hors chrétient&nd ed., 2 \ols. (Paris: A. Maresq Ainé, 1866).

7 On this point, see Norman Danildlam, Europe and EmpirgEdinburgh: University Press, 1966),
esp. pp. 67-69, 328.
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portant, nor more pressing for the representatofes free people than to ensure
that every individual enjoy this noble and prougkfity to the full," successive na-
tional bodies committed themselves to intercedindpehalf of "our ill-fated broth-
ers languishing in [Barbary] iron&."Then, during the Revolutionary Wars that
greatly expanded France's borders and sphereloémtfe, the Directory extended
its reach across the Mediterranean from captivadfreitizens to incarcerated resi-
dents of freshly-established continental "sistg@uldics"—in partial fulfillment of
the new nation's sweeping, secular crusade to lireeglom to "all peoples who
want to recover their liberty."

During the decades that followed, Bonaparte forttedNorth African regen-
cies to recognize as French and unfetter thousaods slaves from former Italian
city-states, not to protect them from apostasytbuplace them firmly under his
dominion. For the first consul, redemption was adem®f jockeying for Great
Power status, a bid to assume the cloak of Chdstann order to grab the staff of
Empire. Various diplomats urged him to go furthedalike divinely-sanctioned
French rulers before him, wreak vengeance agémestriost notorious of the Bar-
bary States, which "for centuries, has ridden rebigd over the most sacred of na-
tions and humanity:® In 1802 Bonaparte threatened they of Algiers directly. "I
destroyed the empire of the Mamelukes," he thumlj@nereference to the Egyptian

8 Jean-Baptiste Jamon, "Rapport a I'assembléenadgioau nom du comité des secours publics, tant
sur le rachat de tous les francois captifs chezpléssances barbaresques que sur celui de tout
étranger qui, étant au service d'un Frangois, quiamés sur les batimens de la Nation, seroit tombé
en captivite" (Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1792)5. For the resulting decree, dated 10 March, see
Sylvain Lebeau edRecueil des lois relatives a la marine et aux ciggrd Vols. (Paris: Imprimerie
de la République, 1797; reprint, The French ReimiuResearch Collection, 1992), 2, p. 408.

9 Decree of the National Convention, 19 Novembed2]1 Archives parlementaires de 1787 a 1860:
recueil complet des débats Iégislatifs & politiquiss chambres francgaises, imprimé par ordre du
Sénat et de la Chambre des dépuflest series, 49 \Vols. (Paris: Librairie administe de P. Du-
pont, 1894), 53, p. 474.

10 Consul Dubois-Thainville, "Sur Alger," Paris, M®vember 1809, AAE, MD, vol. 10, f. 261, re-
printed in Gabriel Esquer edReconnaissance des villes, forts et batteries diAf@gr le chef de
bataillon Boutin (1808), suivie des Mémoires sidider par les consuls de Kercy (1791) et Du-
bois-Thainville (1809)Paris: Champion, 1927), pp. 133-150.
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campaign of four years prior, warning the Algerlaader to expect the same fate
unless he reined in his corsairs and liberate8ralhch nationals. A few years later,
self-crowned as emperor, and stung by the losssahbst valuable American pos-
session, Saint Domingue, to revolution, Bonapasie ;1 North Africa a site for
compensatory colonization and began secretly ptptwvhere, when and how to
land French forces.

While some French observers were waiting for acagimation of Saint Louis,
others hoped to adapt another religious conceph fiobygone era to the modern
campaign against North Africa. Sectarian divisibasl doomed previous schemes
for a confederation of Christian princes to bapilates and unshackle slavésAt
the twilight of the eighteenth century, continerstal transatlantic philosophers and
politicians exhorted Europe's most powerful stateset aside petty rivalries and
band together in a "universal league" to pursuasawar of suppression and con-
quest:® "When thus will nations jealous of liberty of teeas unite themselves in a

11 Napoléon Bonaparte to Mustaday of Algiers, Paris, 27 July 1802 i@orrespondance de Na-
poléon ler, 32 Vols. (Paris: H. Plon, J. Dumaine, 1858@)8 7, pp. 513-514. Vincent-Yves
Boutin's 1808 report, "Reconnaissance généraleitles, forts et batteries d'Alger, des environs,
etc., faite en conséquence des ordres et instnsctle Son Excellence Monseigneur Decres, Min-
istre de la Marine, en date de ler et 2 mai pouorirsau projet de descente et d'établissement
définitif dans ce pays, par le chef de bataillonufdg" Archives de Guerre, Ms. 1314, reprinted in
EsquerReconnaissance des villgmp. 18-91.

12 For proposals from both Catholics and Protesta#te Jean Coppibe Bouclier de I'Europe, ou
La Guerre Sainte, contenant des avis politiqueshedtiens qui peuvent servir de lumiére aux roys
et aux souverains de la chrétienté pour garantin¢eEtats des incursions des Turcs et reprandre
ceux qu'ils ont usurpés sur eux. Avec une reladiemvoyages faits dans la Turquie, la Thébaide et
la Barbarie (Lyon: A. Briasson, 1686), cited in Dominique CaynReprésentations de I'lslam
dans la France du XVlle siecle. La ville des tdota (Paris: L'Harmattan, 1998), p. 19 and
Jacques BernardNouvelles de la République des LettE804, pt. Pp. 2, 662, cited in Russell Par-
sons JamesomJontesquieu et I'esclavage: étude sur les origmhed'opinion antiesclavagiste en
France au XVllle siecléNew York: B. Franklin, 1971), pp. 186-187.

13 In her "Arguments for the Conquest of Algierghie Late Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centu-
ries," Maghreb Revievii4, 1-2 (1989), pp. 108-118, for example, Ann Thompoints to implicit
and explicit support for an international alliarsaong Thomas PainBjghts of Mar{1790-1791],
Johan Adam von Rehbindeédachrichten und Bemerkungen lber den algierschaat $1798-
1800] and Constantin-Francois de Chasseboeuf, cdeni®iney,Considération sur la guerre des
Turcs[1788]. On the abbé Guillaume-Thomas Raynal'sdall the same, see Thomson, "La Bar-
barie de I'Histoire des deux Indes aux 'MémoiresRaynal,"Studies on Voltaire and the Eight-
eenth Century333 (1995), p. 133-148, esp. annex 2.
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political crusade directed against this pack ofigsins that only our patience em-
boldens to brigandage,” demanded one French Whiter.1814 a retired British
admiral posed a similar question at the Congre&8avina. Eccentric founder of the
"Society of the Knights Liberator of the White S#avin Africa,” Sir William Sid-
ney Smith mourned the demise of the order of Skhi-of-Jerusalem which, from
its base on the island of Malta, had acted as bklagainst Islam in the Mediterra-
nean. Drawing an analogy between the bondage eBS&bhran Africans and Euro-
peans, he rallied delegates to join an internakialiance to eradicate all forms of
servitude and, once and for all, purge the se&Swkish pirates.'®

During the Restoration, French ministers and caneaborsed this objective
in principle but suspected in Britain's plans tadh@p "a crusade destined to abol-
ish white slavery" a play for colonial dominance.adn address to the Chamber of
Peers in 1816, René de Chateaubriand called onlkdng XVIII to go it alone. "It
was in France that the first crusade was preachedgroclaimed, "it is in France
that the standard of the last should be raidtdespite qualms about British in-
volvement and the admission that "having nothindetr from theBarbaresques
[France] really had no interest in pressuring othe@wers to unite against them,"
however, the government backed a massive AnglotDagsault. This offensive
compelled Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli to release esaV thousand captives from
places like Sicily, Sardinia and Naples and to $arear future slave taking. Since
North African corsairs still did not desist frontaatking European people and prop-

14 Jacques Grasset-Saint-Saveincyclopédie des voyages, Contenant I'abrégé Iuster des
meeurs, usages, habitudes domestiques, religiotes, féupplices, funérailles, sciences, arts, et
commerce de tous les peuplg&3d/ols. (Paris: Chez Deroy, 1796), 4, p. 12.

15 William Sidney SmithMémoire sur la nécessité et les moyens de faireecdss pirateries des
états barbaresque®aris: Le Normant, 1814).

16 Consul Jacques-Philippe Devoise to Foreign Ngni€harles-Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord,
Tunis, 22 March 1816, cited in Pierre Grandchanps'francais paient la caisse (mai 1816x"
Tunisie Frangaisel7 July 1941, irAutour du Consulat de France & Tunis (1577-1881jicles
parus dans la Tunisie Francaise (Novembre 1940-1942)(Tunis: Imprimerie J. Aloccio, 1943),
pp. 98-99. Francois-René de Chateaubriand, "Pogititative aux puissances barbaresques," pre-
sented to the Chambre de Pairs, 9 April 1816, meguliin(Euvres completed2 Vols. (Paris: Gar-
nier, 1859-1861), 8, pp. 237-238.
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erty, French naval vessels participated in two tamithl forays to admonish the

Barbary States "that the guaranteed effect of gheiseverance in a system hostile
to peaceful commerce would be a general leaguaiaidean powers, the result of
which might well be annihilatior."

The outbreak of the Greek War of Independence 21 J8ovided France with
further grounds for waging holy war against theo®n Empire and additional
ammunition for championing what had already becdneelargely symbolic cause
of Barbary captives. Although initially wary of &rsggle that bore a frightening re-
semblance to the French Revolution, royalists exadiyt joined liberals as philhel-
lenes, equally horrified by the massacre of retnedliGreek Christian men and the
influx of their wives and children onto slave mas&om Constantinople to Tunis.
French proponents of Greek self-rule, like foedNofth African servitude before
them, invoked the name of Saint Louis and calledafénew crusade" against the
infidel.'® One French abolitionist group, accepting the eadnalogy between At-
lantic and Mediterranean slaveries, diverted futmlgansom these new "white
slaves,” an accomplishment it touted as a "bedutifumph... [for] the sacred
cause of humanity® For the beleaguered French king Charles X, whé the

throne in 1824, Greece's eventual success in thgpwoff the Turkish yoke presaged

17 Prime minister Armand-Emmanuel du Plessis, dadRdathelieu, cited in Charles-André Julien,
Histoire d'Algérie contemporaine: La conquéte et t&buts de la colonisatipr2 Vols. (Paris:
Presses universitaires de France, 1964), 1, ppPB&fiocol of 20 November 1818, printed in
Eugéne Plantet edGorrespondance des beys de Tunis et des consuisathee avec la cour,
1577-18303 Vols. (Paris: Félix Alcan, 1893-1899), 3, pf3564 n. 3.

18 Nina Athanassoglou-Kallmyefrench Images from the Greek War of Independeng2]-1830:
Art and Politics under the RestoratigNew Haven: Yale University Press, 1989), pp. 45an
Dimakis, La guerre de l'indépendance grecque; vue par lsgegefrancaise (période de 1821 &
1824). Contribution a I'étude de I'opinion publigeé du mouvement philhellénique en France
(Thessalonique: Institute for Balkan Studies, 1968) 257-259.

19 Journal de la Société de la morale chrétierth¢1829): 18-19 reporting on 27 September 1827
meeting in Marseille, cited in Darcy Grimaldo GhgsExtremities: Painting Empire in Post-
Revolutionary FrancéNew Haven: Yale University Press, 2002), pp. 3@ n 71.
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France's—in vindicating what he depicted as itdeslihonor and in occupying Al-
giers "for the profit of Christianity?°

The Conquest of Algiers

What ended in France's take-over of the western@tsiman regency began
with a dispute over an unpaid debt and escalatedaiiplomatic incident because
of a flywhisk. When the Algeriadey refused to apologize for hitting the French
consul with a utensil otherwise reserved for aineomsects in 1827, the king or-
dered a blockade. Three years later, in a vaimattéo improve his domestic stand-
ing with a foreign coup, he authorized the conquikat eventually resulted in a
colony. In the interceding period, the merits ofading the regency were debated
in the Chamber of Deputies and the press. Apam fgovernment ministers and a
few lone voices that called on "the descendantsSaiht-Louis" to "abolish the
white slave traffic.”* only port cities like Marseille and Le Havre, peaded that
crushing the Barbary corsairs would bring commérbienefits, applauded the
planned expedition with any enthusiasm.

Elsewhere, both the liberal and conservative opposmet with skepticism
the announcement in the first months of 1830 thanée was making military
preparations to achieve "the destruction of slajand] piracy along the whole
coast of Africa...[and] return the northern shoregtioé Mediterranean] to produc-

20 Charles X to the Chamber of Deputies, Paris,a2ciM 1830, cited in Barchou de Penhode;
moires d'un officier d'Etat-majdiParis: Charpentier, 1835), p. 22.

21 René Julien ChatelaiMémoire sur les moyens a employer pour punir Algfedétruire la pi-
raterie des puissances barbaresques; précédé aérisphistorique sur le caractére, les meeurs et
la maniére de combattre des Musulmans habitantté d'Afrique, et d'un coup-d'oeil sur les ex-
péditions francgaises tentées contre eux a diva¥fpeguegParis: Anselin, successeur de Magimel,
1828), p. 2.
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tion, civilization and commercé? Some partisan newspapers dismissed the pro-
ject as nothing but a chivalrous daydream; othessteld that fanatical Muslim
hordes would quickly slaughter unseasoned Fremgp$: In fact, the submission
of Algiers took just a few days. Little else meyabexpectations: the palace con-
tained few riches, the prison only a handful ofékrdtalian, Spanish captives and a
single French slavé. Despite its disappointing scale—insufficient teevhe next
French revolution—the conquest of Algiers was galhehailed as a great victory.
"Algiers is taken! ... The honor of France is avendeulacy is suffocated in its den:
the outrages of Europe are erased," declared amgdPgournal, appropriating the
king's immediate rationale for invasion. Acknowletp his crusading lineage, it
continued, "Muslim society recoils before Christi@nilization...Louis XIV pun-
ished piracy; Charles X abolished3t."

Conclusion

From the seventeenth to the nineteenth centurpcEribboked to the medieval
crusades for inspiration and validation and usel@mgtion as a means of consoli-
dating authority at home and building empire abro&da time when French be-
longing depended on Catholic affiliation and soigneallegiance, Louis XIV saved
Christian slaves in order to contain Islam andgrdaée marginal territories into his
realm. At a time when French preeminence dependealcquiring overseas colo-

22 Jules de Polignac to Chamber of Deputies, Pafgbruary 1830, in AAE, MD, \ols. 5, 6, 7, cited
in EsquerL.e Commencements d'un empire. La prise d'ARyed ed. (Paris: Larose, 1929), p. 145.

23 Théodore, comte de Quatrebarl@mvenirs de la campagne d'AfrigiRaris: G.-A. Dentu, 1831),
p. 63, identified the freed captives as Greekjdtabnd Spanish. There was at least one German
among them—George Simon Frederick Pfeiffer, autifovMeine Reisen und meine fufjaehrigen
Gefangenschaft in ArgigfGiessen, 1832)—and as theurnal des Debatseported on July 22,
1830 at least one Frenchman, a man from Toulon daB#&aud, who had been enslaved for
twenty-nine years.

24 Journal des débat4.0 July 1830.
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nies, his successors used the release of Euroeahshen the abolition of so-
called white slavery to further imperial goals. Taas of Barbary captivity reveals
the importance of liberatory holy war as a modeldonquest. It also demonstrates
how by 1830, the conflation of religion and racewaéd a king's desperate bid for
survival to pose as a selfless act of protectiah &urope-wide significance. Liber-
ating slaves from North Africa contributed tangilalgd symbolically to the asser-
tion of French power in the early modern periodtHe modern era, it a became a
way of imagining Europe within white Christian daps recovered from the wrong
side of the Mediterranedh.

¢ Responsible editor: Shih-Chiang Faa+ #).
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